Rose Mary Villanueva

El padre de Rose Mary nacié en 1907 en Jalisco, México. El vino a los Estados Unidos en la
década de 1940 como bracero, o trabajador agricola. Viajo varias veces entre México y los Estados
Unidos en busca de empleo.

Rose Mary’s tfather was born in 1907 in Jalisco,
Mexico. He came to the United States in the
1940s as a bracero, or farm worker. He traveled
between Mexico and the United States several
times in pursuit of employment.

Rose Mary Villanueva nacio en Denver, Colorado en 1946. Siete de sus hermanos y hermanas
también nacieron en Denver y otros cinco nacieron en Los Angeles. Ella recuerda que en su casa se

Rose Mary Villanueva was born in Denver, hablaba sélo espaiiol.

Colorado 1n 1946. Seven of her siblings were also
born in Denver, and five others in Los Angeles.

She remembers speaking only Spanish at home “No tenian programas bilingiies... asi que cuando mi hermano y yo empezamos primero de

primaria, recuerdo que yo no entendia nada de lo que sucedia en la clase. Mi padre me cuenta
que un dia llegué a la casa y dije: ‘;Ya no quiero ir a la escuela!’, porque no entendia nada de
lo que alli pasaba y no me gustaba ir. [Imaginenme a mi, que ahora soy maestra! ... Mi madre
era bilingiie, asi que poco a poco empezo a hablarnos en inglés ...y en algiin momento dejamos
de hablar exclusivamente espaiiol y dominamos ya el inglés. Los tres hermanos mayores— Rudy,
Gloria y yo—éramos los unicos que habldbamos espariol.”

“... They didn’t have bilingual programs so when
my brother and I went to first grade, I remember
not being able to understand what was going on
in class. My father tells me that one day I came
home and said, ‘I don’t want to go back to school
anymore,’ because I didn’t understand what was
going on, and I didn't like it. Imagine, me, a
teacher now! My mother was bilingual, so little
by little she started speaking English to us and at

Rose Mary y su familia se mudaron a California en la década de 1950, cuando su padre consiguio
empleo como sastre. Cuando Rose Mary estaba en el penultimo afio de bachillerato (high school)
intento 1nscribirse en una clase de espanol, pero le dijeron que no cumplia los requisitos para

some point we stopped speaking only Spanish and | e A entrar. La clase estaba reservada para los estudiantes del programa de preparacidon universitaria un
became fluent in English. The three oldest kids — . Wy programa sobre el cual nunca le

my brother Rudy, my sister Gloria, and I — were habian informado. Finalmente,
the only ones to speak Spanish.” una de sus maestras se ofrecio

a darle clases de preparacion
universitaria a Rose Mary y
otro estudiante latino, lo cual
les permitio prepararse para
la admision a la educacion
superior. Una vez que se
gradu¢ del bachillerato, Rose
Mary asistio a Santa Maria
Community College con una
beca. De alli se transfirio a

la Universidad de California
en Los Angeles (UCLA), de
donde se graduo en 1971 con
una licenciatura en Letras
Hispanicas, y finalmente obtuvo
su certificado de maestra en el
estado de California. Ella fue
la unica de los doce hijos de
sus padres que se graduo de la
universidad.

Rose Mary and her family moved to California in
the 1950s when her father found work as a custom
tailor. When she was a junior in high school,

she tried to sign up for a Spanish class, but was
told she was ineligible: The class was reserved

for students in the college preparatory program

— a program she had never been informed about. Ultimately, one of her teachers stepped
forward to offer tutoring to Rose Mary and another Latino student, enabling them to prepare
for college entrance. Upon her graduation from high school, Rose Mary attended Santa
Maria Community College on scholarship. From there she went on to UCLA, where she
graduated in 1971 with a degree in Spanish, and ultimately went on to receive her California
teaching certification. She was the only one of her parents’ twelve children to graduate from
college.

In 1973 Rose Mary entered the teaching profession and
soon met her husband, Anselmo Villanueva, who was the
current director of Community Alliance of Lane County
(CALC) at the time. They married in 1974. Rose Mary’s
first teaching job, in Oxnard, California, was a bilingual
position. After returning from a trip to Mexico in 1975
Rose Mary worked as a migrant education teacher.

En 1973 Rose Mary 1nic10 su carrera como maestra y pronto conocio a su
esposo, Anselmo Villanueva, quien fue el director de la Alianza Comunitaria del
Condado de Lane (CALC). Se casaron en 1974. El primer empleo de ensefianza
que tuvo Rose Mary en Oxnard, California, fue un puesto bilingiie. Después

de volver de un viaje a México en 1975, Rose Mary trabajo como maestra de
educacion para migrantes.

Rose Mary’s father was born in 1907 1n Jalisco, Mexico. He
came to the United States in the 1940s as a bracero, or farm
worker. He traveled between Mexico and the United States
several times in pursuit of employment.

Images clockwise from top left: Rose Mary with

her parents, godfather “Chap” Cruz Campo, and her
godmother Magdalena Campos on her baptism day. June
1, 194°7; Valencia family photo, November 24, 1962; Rose
Mary and other scholarship girls, 1967; Rose Mary’s
Graduation.

Imagenes hacia la derecha del superior 1zquierda: Rose Mary con sus
padres, padrino “Chap” Cruz Campo y su madrina Magdalena Campos
el dia de su bautismo, 01 de junio de 1947; foto de familia de Valencia,
24 de noviembre de 1962; Rosa Maria y otras chicas de la beca, 1967;
Graduacion de Rosa Maria.




