Maria Reyes Cervantes & Benjamin Montes Garcia

Coming to Eugene

In September of 1991, Benjamin, Maria, Rosa, Teresa, and Adriana arrived in Eugene, Oregon.

Maria remembered feeling that there were many good things in Eugene when they
arrived.

“We found work here easily. And the girls liked the schools here. My older daughter
Rosa liked the fact that everyone dressed the same here. There was not a lot of
pressure to wear expensive shoes and clothes, things that cost a lot of money.”

Benjamin found a job working a plywood plant. Maria worked for some time at the
Fir Crest chicken plant in Creswell and then in Agripac in Junction City. She worked
there seasonally for nine years.

Their daughters, Teresa and Adriana went to River Road Elementary School. They
also attended Shasta Middle School, Kelley Middle School, and Willamette High
School. The family attended mass at St. Mary’s Church. Teresa, Adriana and their
older sister, Rosa, started a Mexican Folk Dance Group called Ballet Foklorico
Juvenil Azteca.

In 19935, the family applied for a house from Habitat for Humanity and a year and

a half later they received their home. They still live in that home. Benjamin’s five
brothers and his sister have also settled in the Eugene area with their families. Rosa,
Teresa, and Adriana have been able to spend time with their many cousins in the
area. “When we have a family party there are more than fifty people,” comments
Maria. “Yes, we have to rent a banquet room for family parties,” responded
Benjamin with a smile. “Well, when we have a baby shower, birthdays, and big
parties we go to the brother’s house who lives in Creswell. He has more room,” says
Maria.

Rosa, Teresa, and Adriana have all been successful in school. Rosa received a
Master’s Degree in Education and is a teacher at Churchill High School. Teresa
graduated from the University of Oregon in 2007 and is currently enrolled in the
Master’s Program in Social Work at Portland State University. Adriana will graduate
from the University of Oregon 1n 2009 where she 1s on the women’s soccer team.

Maria and Benjamin have observed many changes in their seventeen years in
Eugene. Maria states:

“Now, when we go to a lot of places we hear
people speaking Spanish. One of the things I have
seen change is the level of racism. It has always
been here, but it has grown in the last few years.
But we have also seen that there are a lot of people
who were already here, who were born here, who
have united with us and defended us when we are
attacked. I have seen the natives here give us a lot
of support and this makes us feel comfortable. It
makes us feel good to see that there are people who
stick up for us and defend us.”

Maria and Benjamin look forward to their future
in the Eugene area and continue to enjoy their life
here and the success of their daughters.
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La llegada a Eugene

En Septiembre de 1991 Benjamin, Maria, Rosa, Teresa y Adriana llegaron a Eugene, Oregon.

Maria recuerda sentir que habia muchas cosas buenas en
Eugene a su llegada.

“Encontramos trabajo fdacilmente, y a las nifias les gustaron
las escuelas de aqui. A mi hija mayor, Rosa, le gustaba

el hecho de que todo mundo se vestia igual. No habia

tantas presiones para usar zapatos y ropa cara, cosas que
costaran mucho dinero.”

Benjamin encontrd un empleo en una planta de madera
contrachapada. Maria trabajo un tiempo en la planta
procesadora de pollo de Fir Crest en Creswell, y luego
en Agripac en Junction City. Ella trabajo por temporada
durante 9 anos.

Sus hijas Teresa y Adriana asistieron a la escuela primaria
River Road. También asistieron a Shasta Middle School,
Kelly Middle School, y Willamette High School. La familia
acudia a misa en la Iglesia St. Mary’s. Teresa, Adriana

y su hermana mayor, Rosa, iniciaron un grupo de danza
folklorica mexicana, llamado Ballet Folklorico Juvenil
Azteca.

En 1995 la familia lleno la solicitud de vivienda por medio
del programa Habitat for Humanity. Un afio y medio mas
tarde recibieron la casa en la que viven hasta hoy. Los

cinco hermanos de Benjamin y su unica hermana también
se han asentado en la zona de Eugene con sus familias.
Rosa, Teresa y Adriana han podido convivir mucho con sus
primos. “Cuando tenemos una fiesta familiar, hay mas de 50
invitados” , dice Maria. “Si, tenemos que rentar un salon de
flestas para que quepa toda la familia”, responde Benjamin
con una sonrisa. “Bueno, cuando tenemos un baby shower,
un cumpleanos o una fiesta grande, vamos a la casa del hermano que vive
en Creswell porque él tiene mas espacio” , dice Maria.

Rosa, Teresa y Adriana han tenido €xito en sus estudios. Rosa recibio su
Maestria en Educacion y hoy dia es maestra en Churchill High School.
Teresa se graduo de la Universidad de Oregon en el 2007, y ahora estudia
por su Maestria en Trabajo Social de la Universidad Estatal de Portland.
Adriana terminara su licenciatura en la Universidad de Oregéon en el 2009,
en donde es miembro del equipo universitario femenil de futbol.

Maria y Benjamin han notado muchos cambios durante sus 17 anos de
residencia en Eugene. Maria comenta:

“Ahora cuando vamos a muchos lugares escuchamos a la gente hablando
espainiol. Una de las cosas que he visto cambiar es la cantidad de racismo.
Siempre ha estado alli, pero ha aumentado en los ltimos anios. Al

mismo tiempo, hemos visto que hay muchas personas que nacieron aqui

y ya estaban aqui cuando llegamos, que se han unido a nosotros y nos
defienden cuando somos atacados. He visto a los nativos de aqui darnos
mucho apoyo y esto nos hace sentir comodos. Nos hace sentir bien el
hecho de que hay personas que nos apoyan y defienden.”

Maria y Benjamin aguardan con esperanza su futuro en Eugene, y

continuan disfrutando su vida en esta ciudad, asi como los €xitos de sus hijas.




